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countless writers of romance. And that the tender
protective element commonly enters into the sentiment
of the man for the beloved woman is equally obvious.
/That sex love should thus combine the most purely
altruistic with the most ruthlessly egoistic tendency of
human nature, seems sufficiently accounted for in the
case of the woman by the great strength of the maternal
impulse and the ease with which it is aroused in her in
all personal relations; and in the man it is perhaps suffi-
ciently accounted for by the fact that woman, especially
at the age at which she is most strongly attractive to man,
resembles in many respects, both mental and physical,
the child, the normal object of the parental or protective
impulse./

It is, then, a mistake to attribute to the sex instinct,
all the manifestations of sex love; for this sentiment is
commonly highly complex, and involves not only the
emotional-amative dispositions of the sexual and parental
instincts, but those of other instincts also, notably those
of the instincts of self-display and self-abasement The
importance of distinguishing between the sex instinct
and the sentiment of sex love, and of recognising the
complex constitution of the latter, is well illustrated by
the controversies raised among the mental pathologists
by the doctrines of Professor Sigmund Freud. Freud
proposes to extend very greatly the sphere commonly
attributed to sexuality in human life, assigning a sexual
root to mental and nervous disorders of almost every
kind, as well as to all dreams and to other processes of
normal mental life that have no obvious connection with
sex. It seems to me that this immense extension of the
sphere of sexuality (which has excited acute opposition to
Freud's doctrines and obscures for many the important
and valuable truths contained in them) is in large part
an error due to the neglect of the distinction insisted
upon in the foregoing paragraph. For Freud and his
disciples, taking the sentiment of sex love as the type
of all love, regard as manifestations of sexuality all modes
of behaviour and of feeling that are of the same kind
as those that occur as phases in the life-history of this